Proposed nuclear power plants

Seventeen companies are seeking federal licenses to build 26 nuclear reactors in the
USA, the first applications since the 1979 Three Mile Island accident. In 2007, 19% of
the nation’s electricity was generated by nuclear reactors, 2007 percentages by state:
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Utilities revive reactor plans

By Paul Davidson
USA TODAY

The nation’s nuclear power industry — stuck in a
decades-long deep freeze — is thawing.

Utilities are poised to build a new generation of nu-
clear plants 30 years after the Three Mile Island acci-
dent, whose anniversary was Saturday, halted new re-
actor applications. The momentum is being driven by
growing public acceptance of relatively clean nuclear
energy to combat global warming.

Several companies have taken significant steps that
will likely lead to completion of four reactors by 2015
to 2018 and up to eight by 2020. All would be built
next to existing nuclear plants.

Southern Co. says it will begin digging an 86-foot-
deep crater this June in Vogtle, Ga., to make way for
two_reactors after recently winning state approval,
though it won't pour concrete until it gets a federal li-
cense, likely in 2011. At least five power companies
have signed contracts with equipment vendors. And
Florida and South Carolina residents this year began
paying new utility fees to finance planned reactors.
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